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SPECIAL PLANS FOR SUNDAY it hi
WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER % ¥IOTSIMD

Sunday, September 6 will be a Graze and Praise Service with a
picnic supper at 6 pm and worship in our sanctuary at 7 pm.
The service will be a special evening prayer and
communion service led by the Rev. Peter Magnan.

Sunday, September 13 We will be joining our friends at First
Presbyterian in Stirling at 10 am.

Sunday, September 20 Regular 10 am worship in our sanctuary
with guest worship leader, the Rev. Dr. George Gray Toole
who was pastor here at Meyersville in the late ‘60’s. Church
School begins this Sunday as well.

Sunday, September 30 Regular 10 am worship in our sanctuary

with guest worship leader, the Rev. Jeanne Radak who is our
Newton Presbytery Leader.

The places, times and leadership change from week to week, so
please post this information where you will see it before you leave
the house on Sundays!
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Dear Church Family,

As many of you know, our family had a terrible thing happen in
June. My niece, aged 22, died of an accidental drug overdose. She was
a creative, very smart, beautiful, kind, and delightful girl and of course
my brother and his wife, their sons, and all of our extended family are
devastated. In the course of the many conversations we have been
having, the entirely natural questions arise, “Why did God let this
happen?” Or even just, “Why did this happen?” And because of my
ministry work, I have felt somehow responsible for coming up with an
actual answer to these agonized questions. What is the reason for such
a terrible tragedy?. In my own grief and my own desire for the same
thing: an answer to the question, “Why, Lord?” I found myself without
much to say that was helpful.

But then, like the prodigal son who “came to himself,” 1
remembered what I myself believe and what I always try to get across
at every funeral: God did not cause my niece’s death. God did not
“take” her. God does not “need another angel in heaven.”’ These are
“answers” that some people come up with because they dare not live
with the ambiguity of not having an answer, a reason, for suffering. 1
don’t believe our Christian faith provides an answer or a reason for
tragedy, for bad things happening. Our Christian faith provides us
rather, with the ability to endure and live on and even thrive even when
there just are no satisfactory answers, when suffering seems so very
meaningless. We remember that God first of all, loves us beyond
measure. God knows all about our loss and our grief, that God suffered
the same loss and continues to weep with us in our grief. We remember
that in the gift of God’s Son, death has lost its grip on us and that
because of Christ’s resurrection, he is with us every day, every hour.
Someday, when we see not through a mirror dimly, but face to face, we
may get answers, we may understand. In the meantime, we are not
alone as we mourn, as we endure, as we hope, as we live.

Yours in Christ, gl m 1 L4

P.S. Our church’s personnel committee and Session, in gracious generosity,
decided early this year to permit me to take extended time away in the month
of September. I will be traveling in Europe to visit my sister, attend the
wedding of a friend’s son and visit some sights. [ will bring home pictures!



Building Projects Making Great Progressl!

Our Church Property Chairperson, Doris Mertz, has been very
busy this spring and summer meeting with contractors, repair people,
masons and painters to hear proposals and estimates for several
necessary projects at the manse and church. The projects finished so far
are the re-pointing of both sets of bluestone steps at the church which
had been crumbling from winter freezing damage, including re-
plastering of the wall at the sanctuary staircase side; new 6 inch gutters
on the church, including the repair of the soffit at the back where birds
had been entering the building; painting of the interior of the bell tower;
new siding and gutters at the manse.

Still to be done at the church are new railings and spire on the
church bell tower and drainage extensions from the downspouts to the
storm drain. At the manse, still to be accomplished are drainage
improvements: a small retaining wall will be built near the basement
door in the back, re-grading around the foundation and new drainage
pipes laid to take water from downspouts away from the house.

Much of the money used to pay for these repairs has been taken
from our Memorial Fund. If there are those who would like to designate
extra giving to replenish our fund, it would be most welcome.




STIRLING STREET FAIR
SEPTEMBER 20th

S The Annual Stirling Street Fair will be on
i@ Sunday, September 20, 2015. The event will

" be held on Main Avenue between Mercer
and Somerset Streets from 10AM - 5PM. Our church will have a
table at the fair to display pictures of our church, invite passersby
into a conversation about our church, distribute Bazaar Ad Books
and to invite folks to our Bazaar and Turkey Dinner. Church
members are needed to help “person” our table. Please speak to
Ruud Zijdel or sign up on the bulletin board if you can help.

Softball Game and Picnic
Sunday, October 4th at 4 p.m.

Come be part of the fun on Sunday
afternoon, October 4th when adults and children
from our church and First Presbyterian, Stirling will join together to
play softball and enjoy a picnic. We hit and miss, run and walk, throw
and catch (sometimes) and have a great time. After the game, we will
rehash the good plays and rue the bonehead ones as we enjoy supper
and good company. Come play, cheer, be part of it. The game will be at
the Meyersville Ball field and it is our turn to host the covered dish
picnic supper afterwards. Friends are welcome!

Meyersville Church Book Club T
Tuesday, October 6th (New Weekday!) e

The Meyersville Church Book Club will meet S8+
next on Tuesday, October 6 at 7:30 to talk about Sue
Monk Kidd’s The Invention of Wings.

"The story follows Hetty "Handful" Grimke, a
Charleston slave, and Sarah, the daughter of the wealthy
Grimke family. The novel begins on Sarah's eleventh birthday, when
she is given ownership over Handful, who is to be her handmaid. "The
Invention of Wings" follows the next thirty-five years of their lives.
Inspired in part by the historical figure of Sarah Grimke (a feminist,
suffragist and, importantly, an abolitionist), Kidd allows herself to go
beyond the record to flesh out the inner lives of all the characters, both
real and imagined"--Provided by publisher.

Invention
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2015 ;nnual Bazaar, October 24th

A Bazaar committee met on August 11th to get some initial
planning done. The first priorities at the moment are publicity and the
Ad Book. Letters to businesses who have contributed ads in the past
have been sent. Volunteers are needed immediately to follow up on
those letters with those businesses who might need some in-person
encouragement. Our Ad book will be distributed at the community street
fair on September 20.

Additional decisions were made:

- Loura Zijdel will be the overall Bazaar Chairperson.

- Laura Minaian will be working on additional publicity. This includes
newspaper ads, signs and posters.

- Kelly Roshto will be in charge of the Tricky Tray raffle baskets. She
has a number of baskets started but needs help approaching
businesses for merchandise and gift cards for the baskets.

- Peg Arnold will once again, be in charge of pie baking for both the
Turkey dinner and Baked Goods.

- Tracy Wagner will run the Farmer’s Market again this year.

- Laura Minaian agreed to be in charge of the Turkey Dinner, but will
need help from those who regularly contribute their time in the
kitchen, turkey baking and serving skills. Doris Mertz will be
handling take-out turkey dinners.

- Kelly Roshto will be working on a simplified Snack Shack.

- We still need folks willing to take on Baked Goods and Crafts.

All church members and friends can help now with publicity,
making jam and preserves for Baked Goods, and making attractive
and interesting items for the Crafts table. We also need volunteers
to person our table at the street fair on September 20th.

= Canning Jars Needed

( \ Tracy Wagner is looking for canning jars for preserves for

the Bazaar. If you have Mason or Ball jars (any size smaller

A than a quart) that you don’t need, she will add the lids and
rings. Please check your basement!




Paul Grosjean Scholarship Awarded

Our Session voted in June to | ¥
award to Jordan Hendy one of our =
Paul Grosjean book fund scholarships.
Jordan has been a great friend of our
church, bringing his wonderful
musical talent, his gracious heart and
his violin to worship so that we can all
share in the marvelous musical gifts
that God has given to him. Jordan will
be returning to The Juilliard School for
his second year.

Joshua Leski, Eagle Scout

| In a beautiful and meaningful ceremony on August 15,
§ Joshua Leski became an Eagle Scout. This is a very
prestigious award that reflects attitude, commitment,
compassion and hard work. Joshua now begins his
Freshman year at Stockton University. Many
congratulations to Joshua on a challenging job well done!

Applications for College Book Fund

The College Book Scholarship Fund was established by the
Session and Memorial Commission on the occasion of Rev. Paul E.
Grosjean’s retirement to honor his service to our church (1985-1995)
and his interest in the education of our young people. The purpose of
this fund is to provide some financial aid to our students during their
post-high school education. The grants are in the amount of $250,
which can help with book purchases or other needs.

To apply for the grant, the student must be a member or a child
of a member of the Meyersville Presbyterian Church. The student must
also be an active participant in the life of the church.
The applicant must be participating in a recognized
post-high school education or vocational training iversiiy .,z

TYSICS E !
program and have successfully completed the first j
year of that education. :

The applicant must submit a letter of
application to the Session indicating his/her
educational goals and/or vocational aims.




Special Mission for September Hnmolocgl

Our <oecial micsion § ... Solutiol
ur special mission for Septqm er is A HAND UP
Homeless Solutions, a vital ministry in NOT A HAND OUT

Morristown which serves those who find themselves, for various
reasons, without a place to live. A family can find themselves
homeless and their bank account depleted very quickly, if the major
wage earner has a medical crisis or is disabled and there is nobody to
help. Homeless Solutions provides temporary housing to such a family
until they are back on their feet again. Homeless Solutions also
provides education and counseling, always with the goal of helping
people become independent once again. Homeless Solutions has
completed a new building with 15 housing units for working people
with low incomes. Homeless Solutions also provides shelter for Family
Women, Single Women and Men. Over the course of a year Homeless
Solutions provides shelter for 250 people including 50 children. For
more information: www.homelesssolutions.org

(New(ish) Computers for our Computer Class!

Thanks to the Belgian embassy and the Klokhuis, we are the
lucky beneficiaries of a bunch of new computers for our computer class
that will begin again once the Bazaar is over. Our old ones went to
some needy folks through a program facilitated by Valley National
Bank and our member, Mary Ann Beltz.

Garden Beautification T

Many thanks to Peg Arnold for the
much needed weeding job on the flower [
beds by the church entrance. There are |
additional spots that need attention if
anyone has an hour or two to share! =

L L




Free Gentle Yoga Class - Tuesday Mornings

Our member, Rosanne McGraw, a certified yoga teacher for 15
years, will be teaching a free gentle yoga class in the parlor on
Tuesdays beginning September 15, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. We will not be
sitting or lying on the floor, so just bring yourself in comfortable
clothes. Please invite your friends along. This class will be appropriate
for all, the flexible as well as the tight. Injuries will be
accommodated. Yoga is relaxing as well as good for general health, so
come give it a try. Call or email Rosanne with any questions or
concerns. 908 508-1435, rosanne.mcgraw(@gmail.com.

NEWS OF OUR CONGREGATION
Happy Birthday

Sept 1 Margaret Arnold e ) /\\

Sept 9 Julie Beyer, Julia Minaian . A\,K\ u %——_ .
Sept 12 Pamela Edwards gl S

Sept 13 Deborah Schmidt )
Sept 14 Carol Boyle, Danielle Minaian / p—
Sept 15 Eleanor Kielblock %K\@?% -
Sept 17 Julia Grillo, Jenna Leski

Sept 22 Barbara Grillo, Gary Hilf

Happy Anniversary

September 8 Ruud & Loura Zijdel

Fellowship Hour Hosts Are Needed!

After a summer of fellowship on the front lawn and two Graze
and Praise services with supper, we are back to our
fellowship coffee hour starting September 20th.

Our coffee and fellowship hour after Sunday
worship is an important part of our life together. It
is a way for those who know each other to greet one
another and catch up on the news, and it is a way
for visitors and newer members to feel welcomed
and part of the congregation. Please sign up!

Fellowship



We Keep in Our Prayers:

Mike Ambrosio, friend of Doug Smith

Sandy and Carolyn Aspinall and their 3 sons
Ballard family, friends of the Hilf family

Pat Bankowski, church friend

George Barker, Marion Barker’s brother
Marilyn Barker, Marion Barker’s sister-in-law
Margaret Bauknight, friend of Lynne Hilf
Carns Family, aunt of Lynne Hilf

Clark Carson, husband of Claudia

Claudia Carson, former member

Joanne Coker, Lynne Hilf’s mother

Ellen Dreyer, sister-in-law of Barbara Grillo
Betty Garrett, friend of Lynne Hilf

Betty Lembrich, church member

Nancy Livingston, family friend of Lynne Hilf
Eleanor Matthews, friend of Peg Arnold
George McDaniel, relative of the Skidmore family

Tyler McGuire, cousin of Michele Urbanski
Quaid Mobus, friend of Roberta Keller
Levona Page, Lynne Hilf’s mother’s friend
Ian Rahimi, friend of Minaian family

Israel Ramirez, friend of Steve Boyle
Adrienne Schmitt, Deborah Schmitt’s mother
Beth Shaw, Kielblock cousin

Garland Smith, Joanne Smith’s brother
Theresa Soeth, Marcie Skrobacz’s aunt
Mary Stapperfenne, Jean’s daughter-in-law
Johnny Urbanksi, Michele’s nephew

Myles Urbanski, Michele’s son

Robert and Elva Wenz, Jean Stapperfenne’s sister & brother-in-law
Charlene Wilverding, friend of Kelly Roshto




Lectionary Readings

September 6 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Prov. 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Ps. 125; James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17;
Mark 7:24-37

September 13 16th Sunday after Pentecost

Prov. 1:20-33; Ps. 19; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38

September 20 17th Sunday after Pentecost

Prov. 31:10-31; Ps. 1; James 3:13-4:3; 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37

September 27 18th Sunday after Pentecost

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Ps. 124; James 5;13-20; Mark 9:38-50

OEREL[)

September 6, 2015 COMMUNION

Preparing Elements: James Thorn and f
Lisa Kielblock
Elders Serving Communion: SEP E B

Class of 2017: Doris Mertz, Sandra Seymour, Laura Minaian

Call to Worship

September 6 Art England September 20 Mariella Zijdel
September 13 (at Stirling) September 27 Loura Zijdel

Choir will begin rehearsals on Thursday, September
HUREH 10th at 7:30 p.m. The choir always warmly welcomes
LCHOIR new members!

Session Assignments 2015

Clerk of Session: Sandra Seymour

Christian Education:

Community Relations: Laura Minaian

Congregational Life: Loura Zijdel

Mission: Doug Smith, Rosanne McGraw

Memorial: Barbara Grillo

Personnel: Marion Barker

Property: Doris Mertz, Robert Kielblock

Stewardship & Finance: Rosanne McGraw and Doug Smith
Worship: Marion Barker and Doris Mertz



